
BIG QUESTION:

What kind of groups helped orphans during the time?
WE command you to visit the sick, relieve the distressed,

bury the dead and educate the orphan.

Odd Fellows

Mr. Thomas Wildey was an “Odd
Fellow”. This did not mean he was an
“odd fellow”. He was not strange or
weird, but he was still an “Odd Fellow”.

This name belonged to a group of men
and women who wanted to improve the
character of man.

The group was formed in England.
Think what London was like when
Charles Dickens wrote Oliver Twist or
The Christmas Carol.

Life was tough, often
lawless and desperate.

There was poverty and
sickness, orphaned children
and widowed mothers were
part of everyday life.

People could not afford the
things they needed to live.

Ordinary people found it
necessary to donate money
to help. They would work
together to �nd homes for
children and unfortunate



families.

Such a friendly society
orphan.came to be known as
"Odd Fellows”. Labor class
and the wealthy worked
together. It was "an odd
bunch of fellows".

Mr. Thomas Wildey was
very friendly and a likable
guy. He was an “Odd
Fellow” who believed in
Friendship, Love and Truth
being administered to all
people. This emblem of the
three overlapping rings
represents the Odd Fellows.
The F for Friendship, L for
Love, and T for Truth are
inside the rings.

You know, I bet we all would like to meet such
an “odd fellow” in our lives.

Look for the friendly face around you. Look for the “helpers”.
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