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BENEVOLENT SOCIETIES

The U.S. Constitution did not give women power to shape the new country

as voters, so they found other ways to contribute. Women worked together on
different causes outside politics . The groups they formed were known as
benevolent societies.

Some benevolent societies focused on religious causes, like funding missions
and running Sunday schools. Some provided a place for women to work for
social justice causes, like the abolition of slavery and women’s right to vote.

Many societies provided services for people in need. The New York Orphan
Asylum is a famous charitable benevolent society. It was founded in 1806 to
provide a safe home for and to educate children who lost their parents. The
founders of the NY Orphan Asylum were all mothers, so they knew how to care
for children. But running the asylum required that they raise money, promote
their plan, navigate legal requirements, and manage the day-to-day operations of
the institution.

These jobs were traditionally reserved for men. However, no one disapproved of
women running the orphanage because taking care of children was within
women’s socially acceptable responsibilities. At this time within the family
structure women oversaw religion, education and raising of children.

In benevolent societies around the country women learned the skills needed to
make lasting change. They soon applied these lessons to larger, more political—
and more dangerous—causes like abolition.

1. benevolent societies.
2. Abolition
3. Asylum

4. socially acceptable responsibilities
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ALTON OBSERVER.

TIIURSDAY, DECEMBIER 28, 1837.

ROV, ELIJAH PARISIH LOVEJOY,
late Dditor of the Alton Obscrver, an Axznicay Citi-
zEex, and a Minister of the Gospel, who, for the crime of
maintaining the rights of speech, the rights of the press,
and the rights of the slave, was PUBLICLY MURDERFD in
the Crrxy or Avrox, on the night of the Scventh of No-

vember,
e died

A Manrrn ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
on https://madison.illinoisgenw
% Tue ArTan eb.org/lovejoy/lovejoy_elijah.

of html

AMERICAN LIBERTY,
1837,

DEATIE OF JOSEPH IIETCHEY ---Jos.
Dictehy, who fell from Steiner's barn,
last week, and received spinnl injuries,
died Saturday afternoon. e leaves
quite a large family to mourn his death.
He had, as we arve informoed, a 82,600
life policy in the Odd Fellows® Insurance
Assocvintion. I'he funeral took place
fromthe fninily residence,nenr the cornev
of Fifth and Honry streets, at ¥ o'clock
Monday wfternoon, under the auspices of
1. O. O, F. and the German Benevolent
Society. '

Primary Resources come from the Alton Observer * and Alton Telegraph these dates
(matching the order of articles) 12/28/1837%*, 5/20/1880, 2/12/1868 and 12/18/1864




To the Union League and Aid Societies,

we appeal most earnestly...may we S ——— P — . 1
pp y .Y ~To ths Unson Leagnes xud A1d Bocfetias, we ‘appeal
expect a box or package of articles for the |mos um;"‘!l;'-’hr wo nlo expect)lrom every Union
. _ i - Laague a0d Ald Boolety; .4 the cunnties In cur victait
fair? Anything will be acceptable.... & box o [packigs, of articlas for the r.m,:u,m.‘,:.
. . will. be scosplable. " Let each and all do something for
Who will bring the first load or bushel of |t eceaslon.; For our sguntry triends who would, es-
‘ teem Hlmfi;lnﬂ:olidm the good cause, we have
potatoes, onions, cabbages, wheat, appointed M PB, Wmers§ (o recelve snythiog which:
anyﬂﬁlhp‘-tnxﬂilh.n Tk TR
. - . " Who will bring the 'Brst 1084 ‘or Lashel 'of potatoen
Nothing will be amiss. But let everyone onions, cabbage, wheat, eanued fruit, plekels; .or aoy-
_ thing! Nothing will “be “amiss? But Tet every ‘one
to whom this appeal comes to do to whom this appeal comes do sometoing ) |

gt mp}q__hn'nih_h the: labors of thnco_mmit‘m.o'

Arrangeinents, if the donations of faucy srticles conld

‘ . . ba forwarded Lo {hem as early as the I8t of Februsry

The Committee appointed to receive The Committee appointed o reosive them are Mra
_ , Scarritt) Mrs. Davls, aad Mrs, w; and M.

them are Mrs. Scarritt, Mrs. Davis, and of uppegm u un. mou, o ‘fq"'mm

i _ .

canned fruit, pickles; or anything?

something!...

Mrs. Mathews; and Mrs. Trible of Upper
Alton.

COLD WEATHER.- Last night was the
coldest weather experienced in this

; . Co1r.p WearleR.— Last night was
locality. The mercury, in some parts of omre of 1he collest ever experienced in

i ; this Jocality. ‘Phe mercury, in some
the city, touched below zero. The air was p:’.rtsufthc)cit}', touched 1§ below

clear and still, and the cold intense. zero. 't'he air was clear and stiil,
and the cold intensze. We dd nut re-

; eall an instance when the hrealher
We do not recall an instance when the [aa tiskis anaeTeLe 1L tikls locl_mty. e

weather has been so severe in this early io_the season. Ouri ¢nldest

Wenlucr Bruviatly ulvuias  silae 3
comber 6th to Jannary 15tL] but this
stinging early call [rom the qu--klng
coldest weather generally occurs from i« nnprecedentnd.

. ing the continuance f1lis cold
December 25the to January 15", but this _‘p(l,),tl’:'hg’p“'“r of hie cit

', angl th

locality, so early in the season. Our

stinging early call from the ice king is l‘eri:’
[FH N

they Gl

unprecedented.

During the continuance of this cold spell
the poor of the city will suffer terribly,
and the ladies of the benevolent society <
will doubtless have all they can do to
relieve the suffering immediately at their
doors.




